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INTRODUCTION (TNR 12pt., bold)
Although women’s water polo has a long tradition of over a hundred years at the Olympics it appeared first in Atlanta in 1996 as a demonstration sport and then in Sydney in 2020 as an official sport. Some findings characterize today's women's water polo as a high-intensity intermittent sport (Tan et al., 2009).
[bookmark: _Int_NsZ4v1OC]Throughout history, water polo has undergone major changes, and they have been most affected by the improvement of organizational conditions of training and competition, the development of training technologies, but also frequent changes in water polo rules (Hraste et al., 2013). Success in any sport, including water polo, depends on a number of factors such as morphological structure and structure, psychomotor traits, intellectual and emotional characteristics, personality traits, motivational structure, physiological and functional characteristics, technical and tactical knowledge, theoretical knowledge of water polo players and else (Hraste, 2021). There are a lot of tactical variants in attack and defense. In defense there are pressing, zone and combined defense, while in attack the team can rely on a quick transition, outside shot, play with one or two center forwards, etc. The team will develop some style of play according to their fitness and technical capabilities. In addition to adjusting the tactics according to one's own abilities, the tactics are also adjusted depending on the opponent, in a way that tries to annul the opponent's advantages and take advantage of the disadvantages. Differences between winning and losing teams in women's water polo emerged for duration of actions, number of players, passes, exclusions and penalties achieved, shots originating inside and outside the 5-m area, and occurrence of goals during the even situation; exclusions and penalties achieved, shots following up fake, and goals during the counterattacks; and passes, and goals during the power-play actions (Lupo et al., 2011). Several more researches have been conducted on how much certain factors affect the game of water polo, ie which elements of the game are key to achieving success in women's water polo. Takagi et al., (2005) based on data from 108 matches from the 2001 World Cup in water polo, factorized the structure of both men's and women's water polo games and found that out of 32 variables, only two determine the winner of a water polo match: the ability to realize counterattacks and players more and success in blocking and rescuing from the opponent's shots in a game with a player less. According Mirvic (2019) and García-Marín (2017) only unbalanced games are affected by technical and tactical aspects able to discriminate winning and losing performance in women's water polo.  The game-related statistics were found to have a high discriminatory power in predicting the result of matches with shots and goalkeeper-blocked shots being discriminatory variables in women's water polo (Escalante et al., 2012). 
The aim of this paper is to determine and explain the results and differences in technical and tactical efficiency in women's water polo. There is an assumption that top women water polo players will differ in some variables of technical and tactical efficiency. 
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